
ELDER BRAD CAULEY ACCEPTS CALL TO BECOME NEW NNEC EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
 
The executive secretary position in NNEC is a big job and it requires a person with many talents 
to fill it. The job of the executive secretary is to quietly keep all the plates spinning – to make 
sure everything functions as it should. But the executive secretary must also be able to look 
down the road and anticipate problems – legal problems, policy problems, resource problems, 
etc. The executive secretary must then fill in these potholes, so to speak, so the conference does 
not experience any jolts or bumpy rides. Because it is such a demanding job, it is difficult to fill 
this particular role at the conference. 
 
But the Lord is bigger than any difficulty His work encounters, and He has brought to NNEC 
Elder Brad Cauley to fill the role of executive secretary. Brad is an enthusiastic man with a 
multitude of needed talents whom the Lord has guided step by step throughout his career, now 
bringing him to NNEC.  
 
Born and raised in South Carolina, Elder Cauley felt strongly called to ministry coming out of 
high school. Raised in an Adventist home, he had attended public schools his whole life, so 
when he set foot on the campus of Southern Adventist University, attending an Adventist 
school was a new experience for him. He graduated from Southern in 2001 with a degree in 
theology, then moved on to Andrews University to work on his Masters of Divinity. While at 
Andrews, Brad met his wife, Nellie, at an off-campus Bible study. Nellie was also a student at 
Andrews, pursuing her Masters in nursing.  
 
After he graduated in 2004, Brad and Nellie accepted a call to the Texas conference as the first 
pastor of a newly planted church. The position suited Brad perfectly, as he had felt called to 
plant churches since he was a teenager. Soon after, Brad added to his church plant duties an 
associate pastorship for the district. The Lord used him to make churches grow, and he was 
instrumental in leading the plant of a Spanish-speaking church. Through all of his experiences, 
Brad took an analytical approach, constantly learning and refining his approach. His conference 
then moved him to East Texas, where the Lord worked through him to buoy up churches and to 
lead the planting of a school. In NNEC, Brad will be very involved with our ongoing church 
planting initiative. 
 
In 2012, Brad and Nellie received a call from the Carolina Conference, Brad would be close to 
family. But it was the portfolio that the conference offered that excited him most: he would take 
on the duties of church planting director, church revitalization director, volunteer lay pastor 
program director, and would also get to be involved with health ministries. After a season of 
prayer, he and Nellie accepted the call and Brad built his skills while the Lord used him to build 
strong programs.  
 
In his years in the Carolina Conference, Brad became a resource to the whole Adventist 
movement through his book Steps To A Vibrant Church (2015, Advent Source) and he was 
recruited to sit on the North American Division’s Church Planting Committee. He also started 
the annual Regenerate! Conference focusing on church revitalization.  
 
The Lord guided Brad to Northern New England and gave him skills that are a perfect match for 
the needs of NNEC’s work. Still, even though he felt drawn to come here, deciding to make the 
move was a very difficult process. Brad and Nellie took into account the desires of their 



teenagers Alexandra and Bradford, and they also took into account their own desire to have 
their kids attending academy close to home. But there were other challenges - there was the 
issue of Nellie finding a job in her specialized area of nephrology (diseases of the kidney) nurse 
practitioner – the opportunities were limited compared to her home area. As NNEC’s 
recruitment and reference-checking process went forward, Brad prayed for God to remove his 
name if the call was not His will. The process went forward, and the conference made an official 
call for Brad to come to Northern New England. To Brad’s surprise, as he and Nellie were 
thinking about it, he had a number of people come up to him, unbidden, and tell him they 
thought he should accept the call.  
 
Brad and Nellie set yesterday, November 3 as their decision day, making big decisions in their 
life as the nation also made big decisions about its leadership. And the way the Lord worked it 
out, it was just yesterday that Nellie got a recruiting call from a top-flight nephrology clinic in 
Lewiston, Maine. God was removing the last of the barriers and yesterday afternoon, Brad 
called NNEC president Ted Huskins and accepted the position.  
 
Brad and his family have a big change in climate ahead – their entire careers have been in 
Texas and North Carolina, and snow has heretofore been a fleeting rarity. But Brad underlines 
that they are not coming here for the climate, but for the mission. And, if there is any doubt 
about their commitment to that mission, they are coming in the winter!  
 
Praise God for the skills Brad brings to NNEC. The conference, currently running with just two 
officers carrying the entire load, has great need of a skilled administrator in the Executive 
Secretary position.  
 
Praise God for His faithfulness! 
 


